i8.4     THE MASTER OF THE HILL

"I believe that we schoolmasters must be
men not only of a 'larger hope/ but of the
largest possible hope; that were it not for this
our responsibilities would crush^ the joy out
of our lives. And as my years increase and,
perhaps, my infirmities of mind as well, I seem
to be conscious of a deeper sorrow, approach-
ing agony at times, when, to prevent confu-
sion of moral distinctions in the minds of my
other boys, I am compelled to adopt the he-
roic course of dismissal in the case of any lad.

" I cannot help reaching out a hand to him,
despite his well-merited discipline, and yearn-
ing over him as he leaves The Hill as if it
were his birthright to be here, so far as any
act of mine is concerned. I want to give each
boy in such a case a fresh start. I believe
that most boys experience so violent a shock
in undergoing this discipline that, if their fault
is frankly acknowledged and earnestly re-
pented, they are likely to learn a lifelong les-,
son from the ordeal.                                        I

" . . . has confessed and declared both his'
desire and purpose to lead a blameless life/
if only he can have a new chance. His father
is a man for whom I have the highest regard,
and will reinforce to the uttermost anything
that can be done to uphold and strengthen his
boy. If you can take him into your school,
knowing as you do the truth in the case, I
know that you will merit the grateful appro-
bation of those most deeply involved and of,
" .Yours most faithfully,

"John Meigs." they
